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We are the heavy lifters, foster parents, kinship caregivers and adoptive parents. We open our homes. We open our hearts. We give 
totally of ourselves to the most vulnerable population, our children who have been abused, neglected and abandon, absent of 
parental guidance, love and support. We carry the heartbreak and tragic stories, the emotional turmoil and sadness of the children 
who have been abruptly removed from the roots of their families, friends, community, church and places most familiar to them. 
These broken/vulnerable children are placed in our homes with the expectation that we must remain silent, solid and whole. The 
voices of the heavy lifters are not invited into the global dialogue of how to support and create resources which work to stabilize our 
foster children. Foster parents, adoptive parents and kinship caregivers need to be heard and respected as a vital part of the 
professional foster care team. 
 
I was a foster parent. I was you, engulfed in a sinking foster care system. I had to ask myself what I can do to save the children in my 
care. As many of the therapist would counseled my foster children who had experienced all levels of trauma, “take a deep breath” 
and communicate your feelings, “use your words”. Hence began a journey to provide a constructive and strategic voice for 
foster/adoptive parents and kinship caregivers through advocacy. 
 
Texas struggles to recruit foster families to support the need. Texas data is consistent with national numbers, there is a significant 
decline in the number of available foster homes. Recruitment and retention of foster families has become a chronic problem, 
creating a ripple effort throughout our foster care system. I believe results from SB 355 and our collective voices, foster parents are 
the change agent. I believe we know the children placed in our homes and their needs better than the system. I have listened and 
have learned from foster parents throughout the state of Texas, foster parents are critical to the transformation of our foster care 
system. My combined experiences as a foster/adoptive parent, community leadership and founder of two successful non-profit 
organizations, I believe I can assist TFCA launch into the future of a new and innovative foster care system through education, 
advocacy and support. As a member of TFCA board, we can give raise to the marginalized and silenced voices, restore value and 
respect and protect our children. 

Biography 

Ms. Blakney has fostered 12 children and adopted four. She is the founder of Building Future Families (BFF) whose mission is to build 
a movement of advocacy, provide one voice to the concerns of foster/adoptive parents in collaboration with governing agencies in 
the Child Welfare System. Ms. Blakney is an appointed member of the Public Private Partnership (PPP), to explore, study and 
recommend innovation to the Texas foster care system.  
 
Ms. Blakney has worked as a licensed social worker with CPS and with many Texas nonprofit organizations. Subsequent experiences 
lead, Ms. Blakney to develop her own non-profit organization entitled Faces of Survivors, An African American Cancer Survivorship 
Organization, with a signature program entitled “Putting a Face to Survivorship” which captured the national attention of former 
President Clinton.  
 
Ms. Blakney was hired by the Clinton Foundation to develop the President’s national initiative to address childhood obesity in our 
nation’s schools.  
 
Additionally, Ms. Blakney worked as the first Senior Program Officer with the OBICI Healthcare Foundation, developed and managed 
the foundation’s $6.2 million dollar investment portfolio.  
 
Ms. Blakney is a graduate from Rutgers University with a degree in psychology with a master’s degree from University of Phoenix, in 
Organizational Development. 

2019 Board Position Interest 

Secretary 

Leadership Qualities and Non-Profit Board Experience 



Ms. Blakney has served and worked bi-literally in the philanthropic arena for over two decades. She has a significant perspective of 
the philanthropic and non-profit world for she has served and worked in both capacities. Ms. Blakney has served on the following 
non-profit boards: Volunteer Hampton Roads, NAAAHR as Vice President, Cancer Alliance of Texas Coalition, Women’s Health 
Agenda for Texas Advisory Board, Cancer Care Services, Sisters Network Regional Advisory Board, Faces of Survivors as Chairman of 
the Board, Arlington I.S.D. Disciplinary Board, Susan G. Komen, Media Advisory Board and her most recent appointment by 
Commissioner Whitman to serve on the Public Private Partnership leadership team.  
 
Ms. Blakney has worked in leadership capacities for non-profits as an executive director, grant writer, fund development, capacity 
building, program design and implementation.  
 
Ms. Blakney’s leadership led her to develop her first non-profit organization in 1998 entitled, Faces of Survivors (FOS), An African 
American Cancer Survivorship Organization, with a signature program entitled “Putting a Face to Survivorship”. FOS developed into a 
nationally recognized organization with five affiliate chapters. Her leadership style for a call to action led to national partnerships 
with the American Cancer Society, Susan G. Komen Foundation and other local agencies to lead the charge to fund community 
resources and research into the survivorship rates of minorities living beyond their diagnosis of cancer.  
 
Ms. Blakney’s drive and convener style of leadership captured the national attention of former President Clinton which led to her 
hire to his national leadership team to fight childhood obesity in our nation’s schools.  
 
Ms. Blakney’s ability to build capacity through her philanthropic knowledge and experience led to her employment with the OBICI 
Healthcare Foundation as the first Senior Program Officer. She developed the foundation’s $6.2 million dollar investment portfolio.  
 
Ms. Blakney educated the community on how to design and write effective fund-able programs which produced positive outcomes.  
 
Ms. Blakney continued her efforts for change in social services after fostering 12 children. She identified critical gaps in the foster 
care industry such as lack of resources and support. Believing in what works to create system change, Ms. Blakney utilized her 
talents to build capacity, developed key relationships which spearheaded her second non-profit, Building Future Families, (BFF) an 
advocacy organization for foster/adoptive parents and kinship caregivers. Through this initiative to advocacy and give voice to foster 
parents, BFF worked with foster parents, State Representative Carl Sherman and Texas Senator Royce West, in the passing of Senate 
Bill 355, which added the following language “to conduct a study regarding the resources provided to foster parents”. 

What is your commitment to the TFCA? 

Ms. Blakney’s commitment to Texas Foster Care Association is to listen, learn and progressive lead TFCA into a collective state wide 
effort to effectively address the needs of our 30,000 Texas children in foster care and our foster parents through education, 
advocacy, policy change and support. Not one single person or organization can do the work to transform our foster care system, is 
Ms. Blakney’s philosophy. “It takes a village”. 

Organizational Awareness 

Ms. Blakney’s primary talent has always been to educate, build relationships and then be the voice for change. Ms. Blakney built her 
non-profit organizations through creating awareness, education and building solid relationships is the catalysis for success. 
  
Ms. Blakney, founder and CEO of Building Future Families (BFF) has a primary mission to advocacy on behalf of Texas foster parents 
and the children who are in the foster care system. TFCA and BFF have parallel missions which is to “advocacy” and be a “resource” 
on behalf of the entire “family unit”, the children, the foster/adoptive parent and kinship caregivers.  
 
Ms. Blakney supports the collaboration of other organizations and agencies who support effective and positive system change. Ms. 
Blakney’s commitment to TFCA is to educate, build, support and work to ensure the collective voices of the “family unit” are heard 
and are moved into a call for action to get legislation passed to advance the overall foster care system. 

What is your experience as a Foster Care, Kinship, or Adoption Resource Parent or Professional? 



 

Ms. Blakney has fostered 12 specialized leveled children from ages six to seventeen and adopted four special needs children. She left 
the foster care industry in good standing and can return to fostering at any time. Ms. Blakney has a solid understanding of the foster 
care system, its unique language, system challenges and goals. She has experience on both sides of the system, with over a decade 
of professional experience as a licensed social worker, a foster parent and adopted parent. Ms. Blakney became a social worker 
because of her strong family value to help and support vulnerable children and families.  
 
After fostering approximately 12 special needs children, it became apparent to Ms. Blakney the foster care system remains in 
turmoil with many challenges, gaps in services, lack of funding and no central point of contact for foster parents. 


